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I~1MEDIATELY

Ut<-1 STUDENTS HOLD TEACH- IN,
PREPARE TELEGRAM TO NIXON
~liSSOULA--

About 200 University of Montana students and faculty participated in a day-1ong
teach- in at the University Center on the UM campus Friday to protest the escalation in
the Vietnam conflict.

Nine UM faculty members, three off-campus ministers and several

students gave narrative accounts of the Indochina conflict.
More than 400 students have signed a petition that will be sent to President
Nixon in a telegram Friday night.

The telegram, sponsored by the student governing body,

the Associated Students of UM, calls for immediate halt of bombing in North Vietnam;
withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Indochina; return of the U.S. to the Paris peace
talks; denunciation of the Thieu government in South Vietnam; commitment of every
political candidate to support anti-war demonstrations,and includes a request to bring
home all prisoners of war immediately.
Aspok7sman for the group organizing the teach-in said 40 students have also pledged
to begin a two-day fast Saturday morning (April 22).
The pledge for the fast says, in part: "Fasting is a time-honored expression of
grief and horror in time of calamity.

It is a voluntary and silent act of witness

against the continuing mass murder which this war entails.''
The fast, consisting of rice and liquids,

\~ill

continue through 9 p . m. Sunday.

One student, Wayne Montgomery, began a two-week fast Friday to protest U.S.
involvement in Southeast Asia.

He said his

11

\vas a Christian position recognizing the

tragic mistake of our involvement in Indochina."
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Now a UM journalism student, Montgomery was one of two representatives to the 1960

Republican Convention.

He twice ran for Congress against Arnold Olsen and, in 1968,

ran for governor on the New Reform Party ticket.
The Missoula Women for Peace manned a voter registration table in the UC mall,
stressing the need for students to wield their political power.
Several speakers advocated peaceful methods for protesting the war.
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